
 

Capital Area Beekeepers Association              Volume 8  Issue 5                      Page 1 

Capital Area 

Beekeepers Association 
The President’s Buzz... 
 

Hello Everyone, 
 

Well here we are deep into fall! I hope you are working with your bees getting them ready for 
the cold to come. As I told you in the email I sent on October 13, some of my hives were light 
with honey stores, so I’ve been busy making 2:1 sugar water. For me getting the sugar water 
from my kitchen to my hives is a lot of work- I have hives in four different locations. With two 
parts sugar that water is so darn heavy and sticky. I do have a system, unfortunately from 
kitchen to buckets to hives there sometimes are some splashes. But in the end I so enjoy open-
ing the hive and seeing those empty containers knowing that I’m helping those well deserving 
bees. Living hives in the spring is the ultimate reward. 
 

If you missed the CABA banquet in October you missed a good time. There were about fifty 
beekeepers with their families in attendance. New faces as well as familiar faces- we even had a 
family join at the banquet. The PSBA Honey Queen, Kaylee Kilgore, was in attendance and 
gave an interesting presentation. 
 

Looking at upcoming events for our club there are several opportunities for you as a beekeeper 
to attend meetings and help with Farm Show tasks. First, don’t forget CABA’s next meeting on 
November 21 at 7:00 PM in the Farm Show building, Mcclay street entrance. 
 

The Pennsylvania State Beekeepers’ Association annual conference is November 14-15 in Lew-
isburg at the Country Cupboard. There are always interesting and educational lectures as well as 
beekeepers from all parts of the state, which provides an opportunity to hear new and interest-
ing ideas. 
 

And last but not least, don’t forget to sign up to work at the Farm Show in one of the PSBA’s 
booths. I like to work in the honey ice cream booth. Free ice cream for my coffee! ☺ You’ll 
find me behind the counter with my coffee cup!! No matter where you volunteer to work there 
is lots of bee talk and lots of fun. 
 

I hope to see you at the next meeting; Jonathan has another interesting presenter scheduled. 
We enjoyed ice cream sundaes at the last meeting, who knows what goodie Tom has planned 
for November. 
 

Bee Happy 

Linda 
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I have bees flying in front of all three of my 
hives. Finally, I am a real Beekeeper. 
I got them to winter, did everything right for 
once,  treated for mites, fed them in the Fall, 
wrapped the hives in tarpaper, gave them fon-
dant in late Winter and pollen patties in the 
Spring. I am finally going to get a little honey. 
 

Then one hive had a big die out, the queen is 
still there but not many bees. 
 

Worry, worry, worry, but I still have two strong 
hives. I tip the strong hives and see no queen 
cells hanging down - they will not swarm but 
just to be sure I make a Nuc. That really was 
not too hard, now I am really a good bee-
keeper. All is well. 
 

New neighbors move in next door and they 
have small children; maybe I should move one 
hive out of my small back yard.  I closed them 
up at night, strapped them tight, moved them 
to my cousin’s place and set the nuc in its 
place. That was not too hard, I am really, 
really being a good beekeeper. 
 

Now I am really getting to think I am a good 
beekeeper and invite my cousin and his wife 
over to see my hives.   When they arrive they 
ask if the bees are always this active. 
 

I see a tornado in the yard - what is happen-
ing?   A SWARM! Luckily they just go into a 

pine tree next door and the neighbors are 
not home. I rush around to find a box or 
anything to put them into and don my 
beesuit. With my cousin’s help I put a box 
under the swarm and my husband shook 
the branch. The bees fall into the box and 

I closed the lid. As I was doing all this, the 
queen had landed on my back and was travel-
ing with me. When we discovered this, we 
tried to capture her, but she flew away. Then I 
took a frame with a queen cell, a frame of 
brood and a frame of honey from the mother 
hive and combined it with the swarm and 
made another nuc.   Not too hard I am really 
really really being a good beekeeper.  
 

I checked the mother hive and there were 
seven queen cells, I was sure a queen would 
hatch and kill the other queens and the hive 

would thrive. One week later, they swarmed 
again, same tree, same process to catch and 
hive them. This time I thought they must have 
a queen? 
Got out the books, this must be an after 
swarm with virgin queens. I guess? 
 

The same day my cousin called me:  the bees 
are swarming at his house. I rushed out to 
catch and hive them. By this time I am running 
out of equipment - have to go shopping. 
 

The next day, the same hive swarmed again 
and now I am begging and borrowing equip-
ment. I quickly find out that bees do not stick 
to slightly wet paint. But it must be over now - 
am I really a good beekeeper ? My self confi-
dence is fading. 
 

A few days later the nuc I made is swarming - 
is this possible? My neighbors are knocking at 
my door, my bees are attacking them. I try to 
reassure them, bees are very gentle while the 
bee tornado is making its way down the block. 
Again, I put on my beesuit and find a box and 
head for the cluster, all the while thinking I will 
really have to pacify the neighbors with honey 
if I ever get any. I got mixed feelings from the 
neighbors, from fear to curiosity, but no one 
complained about me keeping bees in the 
neighborhood. Now I am sure I am not a very 
good beekeeper . 
 

The fun was just starting. Do the hives have 
queens? How long to wait and see? Robbers 
are just nasty, even if they are mine. Laying 
workers? Back to the books, but at this point, I 
don’t think the bees and I read the same 
books.  Maybe I should lay the books in front 
of the hives for a few days for them to read? 
 

I went from three hives to nine hives in a very 
short time. I gave two away and combined 
two, giving me a total of five. I think four of my 
five hives will be strong enough to over-winter,   
but now when I should be getting some honey 
I find they have not capped it. What am I to 
do?   I guess1 will check my hives this week to 
see what is happening and hope to be a better 
beekeeper next year. 
 

Bees, Bees, Bees.  Spring 2014 
Cheryl Laudermilch 
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Do You Get Stung a Lot? 
The Village Beekeeper  (aka David Anderson) 

 

If you interface with the public much at all you get asked this question. Previously I responded subjec-
tively with… 

•Well, I have a lot more colonies than most beekeepers… 
or 

•I’ve been doing this for several years so I know how to handle the bees… 
or 

•I keep only gentle bees… 
 

But, I never really answered the question...until now 
 

This year I kept track, by month, of how many times I got stung.  I calculated the average number of 
colonies I kept, and then calculated an average annual bee sting rate per colony. Cool, right? 
 

So here’s the numbers; my average number of colonies is calculated as:  # at the end of winter (29) plus 
the peak number in June (42), divided by 2 = 35.5. (As I’m writing this it’s almost November, and I’m 
not planning on getting stung any more this year, so I’m recording zero stings for the remainder of the 
year.) 
 

For the whole year, I was stung 34 times. Sooooo…..that’s one sting per colony per year. 
 

With this objective calculation I have to state the following caveats: 

• I consider myself experienced…so my sting rate is probably lower than newbies. 

• I rarely wear gloves or a veil…so my sting rate is likely higher than some. (I do keep the 

protective equipment nearby though.) 

• I do more than just honey production, including queen rearing and nuc production…so my 

sting rate should be higher than some. 
 

 
 

What I thought was especially interesting was the distribution of the stings by month as shown in the 
chart above. The peak in May was due to my being in the colonies a lot: full colony inspections, getting 
ready for the short course, frequently checking for swarm cells, supering, etc.  Almost all of the August 
stings were collected the last two days of the month when I was taking honey off for my September 1 
extraction. In contrast, during my July 4 extraction, I don’t think I got stung at all. Later in September, 
my habit of not wearing protective equipment until I need it, caught up with me. As you know, bees are 
more defensive during that time of year.  Anyway, it may be a no-brainer but, when  

Continued on next page 
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Do You Get Stung a Lot? (concluded) 
 
I spent more time working the bees, the more frequently I got stung. 
 
So now I have a direct answer to the posed question; and that is: once per colony.  Still, I wonder if my 
results are typical. I asked a few other beekeepers how often they got stung and their scores are as fol-
lows: 

•One reported that in her first year with a single hive she was stung 8 times. 

•One with several years of experience reported 30 times for 5 hives = 6 times per colony. 

•One with several years of experience reported 10 times for 11 colonies = once per colony 

•One with several  years of experience reported 4 times for 11 colonies = 0.4 times per colony 

One beekeeper summed this topic up fairly well by saying, “Getting stung is part of beekeeping.” 
One final comment, the one tick bite I got this year was much more worrisome than the stings….ended 
up with a bulls eye-shaped rash taking antibiotics for Lyme disease. 
 

Display at the Gratz Fair constructed by John Novinger and Jim Hoover  
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SUCCESSES, FAILURES or ????? 
by Jim Shindler 

 

There have been many changes in beekeeping practices since 1978 when I captured my first 
swarm and placed it into my used woodenware which I had purchased one year earlier as the 
result of reading a classified ad in the local newspaper. On a few occasions swarms had been 
seen on our property, which is located among many mature trees. Several years earlier my fa-
ther in law had planted the beekeeping seed by suggesting that I keep a few boxes. I rejected 
his suggestion because my schedule as an insurance agent was too tight and I was not a farm 
boy as he had been. He said he believed wild bees lived in some of the huge oak trees and this 
proved to be correct after two occasions when fallen trees were found to contain feral colonies 
and I believe some are present today. 
 

My beekeeping began the following year when a close neighbor, who knew I had some boxes, 
called me to tell me there was a swarm of honey bees in his silver maple tree. I won’t go into 
the entire escapade which transpired as I retrieved the swarm from its perch at a height of some 
15 ft…………twice!  
 

At that time beekeeping was relatively simple as it required little management. Forage was 
plentiful, Roundup had not been invented, and farmers did not do road to road cultivation. 
Mites, small hive beetles, neonicotinoids, and CCD were unknown, bees were stronger, 
queens seemed to survive longer and were more productive. 
 

In late winter we cleaned out the hives, reversed two deeps, supered when the dandelion 
bloomed, did periodic examinations, extracted surplus honey in late summer, allowed fall 
honey to supply the winter food, reduced the entrance size and waited for next year. That was 
it. 
 

Of course all of that has changed and one of the elements of change can and does involve the 
traits and characteristics of the bees we own with special consideration to the queens. We would 
all prefer to have our hives headed by queens with the ability to produce progeny that possess a 
natural ability to tolerate mites, hopefully without the use of chemicals. A big plus would be to 
possess a natural ability to survive the cold weather of our northern winters. 
 

With those goals in mind I have long valued the experience, practice, and success of one of my 
past state inspectors, Jeff Davis, who lives in Seven Valleys in York county. Jeff is a breeder of 
Russian queens and a seller of nucs. He has not treated for mites since 2002. Jeff used to have a 
five frame observation hive in his house with a Plexiglas covered ramp through which he could 
watch the comings and goings of the bees and the change in their behavior when the first pollen 
in late winter is produced, as well as the mite biting behavior of his bees. He would observe the 
erratic behavior of a bee with a Varroa mite on its back and the apparent awareness by other 
bees as they would gather around the bee and bite the mite. 
 

Currently he is overwintering 44 mature one and two story colonies and 16- 5 frame nucs. I 
have been buying queens and nucs from him for many years and this year, for the first time, I 
began rearing my own queens from his Russians with some SUCCESSES and some FAIL-

URES. 
 

The Russian honey bees, having originated in the frigid far east of Russia, are acclimated to 
severe cold and long winters. In addition, Varroa mites are native to that area. 

Continued on next page 
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The bees have a natural aggression against these mites and a hygienic behavior to control them. 
In addition they seem unaffected by tracheal mites.   
 

Another characteristic of Russian queens is their practice of laying eggs only when conditions 
are proper. The queen curtails egg laying during times of dearth and stops laying altogether 
when the first real cold weather strikes rather than continuing to lay through November as is 
normal behavior for Italian bees. This results in smaller clusters to overwinter and the clusters 
can remain rather loose because they do not have a large amount of young brood to keep warm. 
Less brood means less Varroa being raised late into the year and their movement in the loose 
cluster results in some natural mite drop simply because it can cause mites to be brushed off. 
Also less bees and brood mean less food is needed to survive winter as compared to the more 
typical large cluster. 
 

A personal observation is the fact that small hive beetles are almost non-existent in any of my 
hives, the one exception being what I believe to be a feral hive from out of the trees on our lot 
that I captured in a swarm trap using some old comb and lemongrass oil to attract them. 
 

Now for my experience thus far this year and why I waited so long to do some of the things I 
now have done. 
 

I often wanted to emulate Jeff’s practices because I believe he really thinks like a bee but bees 
have their schedule and I had my schedule and the two did not exactly coincide. This is espe-
cially of importance given my primary goal of rearing my own queens from the daughters of 
Jeff’s Russians and this year was to be the year to begin. 
 

For many years our family would vacation at Chincoteague, VA, for two weeks in June, and 
then for six years I went on a three week fishing trip to AK with Tom Lehman with only a 2-3 
week interval. This year I did neither so my schedule would agree with the bees own schedule. 
 

I have not taken a queen rearing class so what I have learned was via internet information. Egg 
laid on day 1, graft day 4 into a starter hive just created, remove successful cells day 10 and 
place in two frame nucs in queen castles where the queen will hopefully emerge, go on her mat-
ing flight and if she returns and begins egg laying, this will all take place in a time period of 
approximately 28 days. 
 

My goal was to try to overwinter a few 5 frame nucs with newly laying queens in July as Jeff 
does and allow them to build on their own until September when they would be fed enough 1:1 
sugar syrup to fill three frames. 
 

Well, this has been a trip but I have even enjoyed my FAILURES because it has taught me so 
much. A few of those FAILURES follow. 
 

Poor graft acceptance was a real problem in the beginning and it has not improved to an expert 
level plus I have not learned how to prevent the excess webbing of the cells as they mature. I 
tried to place a frame of wax foundation nearby as recommended but so far preventing webbing 
is one of my FAILURES. 
 

During a period of very hot weather I opened my starter/finisher colony on day 10 which had 
contained five capped but heavily webbed cells only to find one cell still capped and four cells 
with an neat emergence hole in the bottom end. I quickly removed frame after frame to locate 
the other four queens. I found one and very unceremoniously placed her in one 

Continued on next page 

SUCCESSES, FAILURES or ????? (continued) 
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queen castle unit which was queenless and then removed the capped cell and placed it in        
another unit for emergence and mating. What I learned was sometimes hot weather may cause 
early emergence so day 9 may have been a better choice. I could not find any trace of the other 
four queens on the queen excluder so I do not know if they were chewed into pieces and pulled 
through the excluder and out of the hive or what did happen to them. 
 

Another of my FAILURES occurred recently and is still a mystery. I marked four new laying 
queens in one day in September but several weeks later one queen could not be found but there 
was a capped queen cell and no brood in the hives. Upon a more recent check I found the cell 
opened and the side chewed open but could not see a queen. Yesterday I was in the process of 
uniting it over another nuc when I noticed there was a small oval of empty cells on one frame, 
often a clue to making space for egg laying, and lo and behold, there was a tiny queen. She is 
probably not mated or at least not very well at this time of the year but I am taking a ‘wait and 
see’ attitude. I can always unite over a queenright nuc at a later date 
 

Another nice nuc with one of my own new queens apparently absconded as all frames were al-
most totally devoid of brood and stores except for a few capped brood cells and a few bees. 
 
Now for a few SUCCESSES. 

 

I do have four strong, newly made nucs from the queens I did manage to produce that I am 
going to attempt to overwinter. In addition there is the possibility of a fifth depending on the 
outcome of that newly discovered tiny queen. 
 

Now that Hogg Halfcomb cassettes are again available (from Betterbee) I experimented 
with comb honey production with reasonable SUCCESSES this year. I had produced very little 
comb honey over the years.  Probably the best known large producer of comb honey in Penn-
sylvania is Herman Danenhower. Herman presented workshops a few times at PSBA annual 
meetings and samples of his Hogg Halfcomb honey were passed around. He now owns the 
rights to produce the Hogg Halfcomb cassettes since the founder, John Hogg, passed away in 
2012 and the cassettes were no longer available. 
 

I have thoroughly enjoyed my beekeeping experiences this year. I know I could have produced 
a larger crop of extracted honey were it not for my experimentation but beekeeping is a hobby 
to me and I truly enjoyed the experience this year more than ever. Not that I need therapy 
(questionable?) but if I were in need, I would probably opt for pulling up a deep hive box 
placed on its side, sit on it beside the hives, and examine those gentle bees for hours on end. 
 
And now…………..?????  
 

SUCCESSES, FAILURES or ????? (concluded) 
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I have had the pleasure of talking with a num-

ber of people over the last several years who 

had just started keeping bees and were inter-

ested in getting help from someone who had 

some experience.  Earlier on I was lucky 

enough to find members of CABA who were 

willing to take time to share their beekeeping 

experiences and encourage me.  As a matter 

of fact, these opportunities to meet new peo-

ple who share an interest in honey bees and 

usually have fascinating backgrounds, skills, 

and knowledge different from my own, have 

enriched my life so profoundly and provided 

me with such a sense of meaningful connec-

tion that I value them equally as much now as 

the activity of directly keeping bees.  I have come to view mentorship in all its many 

forms, from a simple answer to a single question, to a long term mutually rewarding 

friendship, as a fundamental part of my beekeeping experience. 
 

Perhaps the best mentors are born with an innate love of learning and teaching, but I 

think the concept and practice of mentorship is learned.  Somehow we can learn to believe 

in the importance of sharing what we have experienced with others instead of hoarding 

our gains.  I have been blessed to know such people in my life in beekeeping, as well as in 

school and work and elsewhere.  Their generosity has been the example for me.  Knowing 

how much I have been given has motivated me to give back to others, and my rewards 

have been great. 
 

In our group of beekeepers here in the Capital Area of Pennsylvania, every season we 

have new members join through their attendance of the Short Course in the spring.  Like 

honeybee swarms, many do not persist to survive even the first year.  This is a natural 

thing.  Beekeeping in reality is certainly not for everyone just because they think it would 

be cool to have a beehive.  And regular interaction with a group of people is not for every-

one either even if they do take to beekeeping.  But for those who are really interested in 

beekeeping and willing to reach out for help, our group of locally adapted and acclimatized 

beekeepers (and other groups like ours around the country) offers a unique and extremely 

valuable resource.  Books, educational courses and online resources all are very helpful, 

but they can’t look you in the eye or look through your hive with you or discuss the local 

conditions with you today, tomorrow and throughout the season here in our area. 
 

There are many obstacles in the process of connecting a willing newcomer with a mentor.  

Walking into a group of strange faces and asking for help can be extremely uncomfortable.  

For established members of any group it can be all too easy to enjoy the comfortable 

pleasure of catching up on news and sharing their accomplishments with old friends rather 

than extending a welcoming hand to a new face and asking them about their interests.  

Building new relationships takes time and joint effort, and of course, time is short for eve-

ryone and working together is always challenging.  Some people are just plain (insert your 

chosen adjective)!  Second year beekeepers may not feel they know enough to help some-

one, not realizing that the simple act of sharing their experiences from their first season 

with a brand new beekeeper can be profoundly encouraging.  The truth in my opinion is 

that as soon as any of us think we have this all figured out, the bees surprise us, so no-

one is an absolute authority.  But we all have our own beekeeping experience and enthusi-

asm to offer. 
 

Contributing at the group level can also be very challenging.  I have been  

Mentorship 
Jonathan Daniels 

Continued on next page 
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Mentorship (concluded) 
 

discouraged myself at times by pettiness and discord in our group.  Mistakes are made, 

but we are all human.  The great potential for good and constructive effort in our organiza-

tion has outweighed such liabilities for me.  When I ask myself if my efforts for CABA are 

worth the difficulties, I look to the purpose of our organization.  Anyone read the club by-

laws lately?  They state: “The object of CABA shall be the promotion of beekeeping, honey, 

pollination, products of the hive and beekeeping education.”  I still think those are worth-

while objectives.  I remember how much I wanted to learn about how to keep bees when I 

first started and how my involvement with CABA supported my beekeeping education.  I 

want that support to be there for those beekeepers who are yet to join us.  When there is 

difficulty with our bees, if we concentrate on our good hives and cultivate those that are 

strong and productive, our entire apiary will grow stronger and more productive.  I try to 

apply that principle to working with people in groups including our association. 
 

So I would like to thank those who have asked me for help in learning about keeping 

honey bees, as well as those who have given help to me.  I and my bees have benefitted 

tremendously from my relationships with all of you.  And I offer a challenge to you as a 

CABA member and beekeeper, no matter how experienced, to reach out to support and 

encourage those around you and our group as a whole as the opportunities for service pre-

sent themselves.  All of us, our bees, and ultimately our environment will benefit from 

such simple acts of generosity. 
 

FOR SALE 
 

Tom Jones has five-gallon food grade plastic pails with lids and rubber gaskets for sale 
at $3.00 each. He will bring them to the November CABA meeting if the buyers call 
him at 717-243-0356.  

Wil Gets a Blue Ribbon at the Dillsburg Community Fair  

YA GOTTA BE IN IT TO WIN IT!!! 
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First Rescue 
Susan Fulmer 

 
“Up on the roof” by the Drifters started humming through my mind as I climbed up the ladder.  
 

The day before, I had gotten one of those calls asking if I did bee removal. Almost every time I 
get that call, it’s wasps. As a new beekeeper, the first couple of calls I drove to a client’s house 
only to find out I had made a trip for nothing and had lost time doing what I needed to do at my 
own house. I soon learned to post pictures of wasps and bees with my phone number. Usually I 
coach the caller how to find pictures on the Web. If they are still convinced they are honey 
bees, I have them send a picture to my phone or email.  
 

This time I said, “Yes, it is honey bees.” There was a small swarm that had landed inside the 
top of a chimney. I wanted to drive over and do a quick appraisal. If all I had to do was gather 
them into a box, I would. Otherwise, I would need to get more equipment.  
 

I handed the equipment to the homeowner on the ladder, and then carried the rest up. The roof 
was a garage roof and was steep enough to make me nervous. I propped things where they 
wouldn’t slide off the roof and eased carefully over to the chimney and 
looked inside. Brushing or scooping wouldn’t work. I would need to go 
home and get a nice long knife to cut it out. The girls were getting angry. 
The homeowner was standing there in his shorts and t-shirt and was in-
tent on being part of the rescue. The easy capture was not going to work.  
 

Since it was getting dark, I had to come up with another plan on the spot. 
Although I didn’t have much hope, I decided to leave the super on top of 
the chimney. It had frames and honey in it, and I hoped it looked like a 
great home to move into. On top of the chimney went the inner cover, the 
super, and the cover propped open with a tool. The homeowner was going out of town on busi-

ness for a couple of days, so I had to wait to return.  
 

I had the homeowner wear jeans and a long sleeved shirt with gloves, 
and I brought an extra veil for him. The girls were doing a great job 
of going through the super, but hadn’t moved in. Instead, they built 
up two pieces of comb about ten inches by a couple inches. I used a 
long serrated cake knife to cut the comb off  the brick while holding 
it with a large fork-like tool. Since it was almost dark, I assumed I 
would have most of the girls in the box. Some of the bees went down 
the chimney and into the house, maybe from the smoke. We very 
carefully carried the box down the steep roof.  

 

On the ground, I cargo strapped everything together and got them straight home. The next day a 
friend stopped by to help me combine them by putting newspaper in the weaker colony in my 
yard. Then we put the swarm in and hoped there was a strong queen in the swarm. When we 
looked at the comb, there were eggs in it. So we used rubber bands to attach it to a frame. I gave 
them a few frames of  honey and fed them syrup. In mid-October I gave them a pollen patty. 
For now, I’ll assume everything went well. 
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FINALLY 
John A Novinger 

 

Finally a break from the bees! It is the end of October. The honey is off and has been 
extracted. The girls have fresh pollen patties, Mite Away Quick Strips, and several gal-
lons of syrup. I am ready for winter and a much needed break. 
 

Except - next month is November. I need to get registered for the Winter Banquet at 
Lewisburg and I still need to melt down the cappings, from extracting honey, into a 
block. And I need to put up some wind protection for several hives and move some 
others after it gets cold enough. 

 

Maybe a break in December. Brushy Mountain will probably have some good sale 
items at the store so maybe a trip up there will be in order. And I nearly forgot we need 
to set up the ice cream booth for the Farm Show.  
 

Maybe a break in January. NO, a week for the Farm Show and I do need to call 
Brubaker and order my Nucs for spring, and I can't forget the CABA meeting. 
 

February, there has to be a break in February except I remember that I used up all 
my assembled 9 inch frames on that last swarm of bees. I need to make up frames 

and get ready for spring.  
 

Surely March? March! March! I need to start flipping brood boxes and cleaning bottom 
boards. Boy, I am tired and I haven't even left my chair yet! 

  

 

Tom Lehman, Becky Davis, Jim Hoover and Cheryl 
Laudermilch  

You can barely see, but there they are - Nancy Hoover and 
David Griffith  

What We Did on September -  

We Went to Farm City Day 
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MT HOLLY MUSINGS 
By Wil Shirey 

 
First, I have some editorial notes. For the September Newsletter where all the articles 
were written by female members to highlight the fact that 33% of CABA members are 
now female, Cheryl Laudermilch had written an article for that issue which I did not re-
ceive for some reason. With apologies to Cheryl, her wonderful article is included in 
this issue.  
 

To correct a 2015 Farm Show date error that we have carried in each Newsletter this 
year, the Farm Show will be held January 10-17, 2015, not January 3-10 as previously 
reported. Finally, I am told that the Farm Show is publishing a Premium Booklet for 
commodities this year but I just received an e-mail from Erin McElwee sent to previous 
exhibitors stating that the online web site is open to register exhibits at 
www.farmshow.state.pa.us and that questions should be sent by e-mail to farm-
show@state.pa.us. Another significant change is that exhibits will not be available for 
pickup on Saturday, January 17

th
 until 5:00p.m. Previously, Apiary Department exhibits 

were available for pickup between 1pm and 3pm on the closing Saturday. 
 

Now I have some thoughts on mite treatments. Although not everyone agrees on treat-
ing for Varroa mites, based on articles that I have seen in the journals over the last 
year or so, most people who were of a “live or let die” mindset have come to the con-
clusion that they must treat for Varroa mites. I agree with that philosophy and have 
been treating since Varroa showed up in the late 1980’s. For the last five or six years, I 
used Apiguard which is a thymol product. I always got what  I thought was a good mite 
kill but it did take two successive applications which were time consuming. This year I 
decided to try Mite Away Quick Strips ( MAQS) containing folic acid, primarily because 
it is only one application and it kills mites on adult bees as well as mites in cells with 
capped pupa. It can also be applied with surplus honey supers on the hive.  The 
MAQS disadvantages I read about were being hard on queens and the possibility of 
the bees absconding. I decided to try it. 
 

I got what I considered an effective mite kill. I’m not sure about the mites in the capped 
cells but the drone cells I checked had some dead mites in capped cells. Apiguard did 
not do that. The down side of the MAQS that I did experience was I had two hives that 
appear to have absconded. I did not see them go, but they were full healthy hives of 
bees when I applied the MAQS and eight or nine days later when I removed the strips, 
nearly every bee was gone. I treated thirty hives and lost two. I never had that happen 
with Apiguard. So, I will wait until Spring to see how my survival rate is before I decide 
on next year’s treatment. I’ll keep you posted. 
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Volunteer To Help at the 2015 Farm Show 

 

Please complete and Mail  
 

Yes, I am willing to volunteer my time at the 2015 Farm Show on 

behalf of the Pennsylvania State Beekeepers Association 
 

I prefer to assist at: 

 The Food Court 

 _____  Dipping ice cream 

 _____  Waiting on customers 

 _____  Both 

 _____  Other, please specify _____________________________ 
 

 _____  The Marketplace 
 

 _____  The Learning Center 
 

Please circle if you can help with set-up in December (date to be announced) 
    

   YES   NO 
 

Please circle your preferred dates and times 
 

 Jan.   10       11       12       13       14      15       16       17 
 

   AM  PM  All Day 
 

Name: ___________________________________________________________ 
 

Address: _________________________________________________________ 
 

City: ___________________________________ State: ____  Zip:____________ 
 

Telephone: (___)_______-______________ 
 

Comments: _______________________________________________________ 
 

In order to receive your name tag and parking pass, please return this form by Dec. 1
st
 

to: 

    Stewart Mathias 

    514 Early’s Mill Road 

    Hummelstown PA 17036     
 

Thank you for your continuing support of the PSBA Farm Show activities!  



 

Capital Area Beekeepers Association              Volume 8  Issue 5                      Page 14 

Extraction Equipment Users: please fill out the following and sign below: 

Extractor Available to CABA Members 
 

CABA is now making available on loan for all their members: a stainless steel 4 frame manual 
extractor with uncapping equipment which includes one bucket with a gate for bottling and an 
electric knife and scratcher for uncapping. There is also a capping drain bucket included so 
this will make all your extractions a breeze!  
 

It is suggested that you have  bottles on hand or a food grade bucket to store your honey so 
the equipment can be used and returned in a timely fashion.  
 

You will be asked to sign the form below stating your name and phone number and your will-
ingness to return the equipment in the same, clean manner in which you received it. We hope 
this will prove to be a help to any in CABA with a need for such equipment!  

 

To reserve using the extracting equipment, please, contact Becky Davis.  
Email:   pbdavis5@gmail.com   (email preferred) 
Phone: 717 802-6609 

 

 

 

1. Name ________________________________________________________________ 

2.   Address_______________________________________________________________ 

3. Email ________________________________  

4. Phone _______________________________  

5. Date of pickup ________________________ 

6. Date of return _________________________  

7. To my knowledge my hives are not infected with any foul brood of any kind (a state api-

ary license insures you an inspection every two years)   Y_____  

8. The equipment was clean when I picked it up for my use and I will return it in the same 

condition. Y _____  

The materials that I picked up include: 
�      4 frame extractor 
�      electric uncapping knife 
�      uncapping scratcher  
�      honey buckets with spigot  
�      uncapping equipment in a storage bag  
 

Sign and Date ________________________________________________________________  
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CAPITAL AREA BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION 

                      2014 Membership Application 

                Membership term: May 1 through April 30 
 

 

Checks should be made payable to “Capital Area Beekeepers’ Association”        

Please print or type: 
 

Name _____________________________________Spouse (if joining)__________________ 
 

Address _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

City_________________________________________________________________________ 
 

County ____________________________State ________________Zip ________________ 
 

Telephone (       ) _________________Email Address ______________________________ 

 

Husbands and wives joining together complete one application. 

Individual members complete one application for each person. 
 

At the request of the association members, the CABA Executive 

Board is compiling a membership list to share with all Club members. 

________ please check if you wish to be excluded from the membership               

list. 
Check membership and subscriptions desired.  Check membership and subscriptions desired.  Check membership and subscriptions desired.  Check membership and subscriptions desired.      
                   ____ CABA Dues (one year)             $10.00 per _____  person(s) =  __________ 

              ____ CABA Dues (Lifetime)                       $200.00 per _____  person(s) =  __________ 

   _____ PSBA Dues:                          $20.00 per _____  person(s) =  __________ 

 _____ PSBA Family Membership:            $25.00 per _____  family      =  __________ 

 
Bee Culture MagazineBee Culture MagazineBee Culture MagazineBee Culture Magazine                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

 For Subscription information, contact Bee Culture directly, phone: 800.289.7668 

American Bee JournalAmerican Bee JournalAmerican Bee JournalAmerican Bee Journal                                                                                                                                                                                (1) yr subscription @$20.25 =  __________ 

               Check category: new_____ renewal ______ (2) yr. subscription @$38.25 = __________ 

                             (3) yr. subscription @$54.00=  __________ 

 
Method of Payment: Cash _______ or Check Number ___________                     TOTAL    $ ___________ 

 
Mail this form with correct payment to: 
 

Membership Secretary, 731 Gravel Hill Rd., Palmyra, PA 17078 
(717) 838-6934           deb.bee.caba@gmail.com 

 

IF YOU PLAN TO PAY YOUR DUES AT THE MEETING, 

PLEASE BRING THIS COMPLETED APPLICATION 
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Capital Area Beekeepers' Assn. 

731 Gravel Hill Rd. 
Palmyra, PA  17078 

 

CABA Officers 

President-Linda Purcell 

717-566-6327 

V. President-John Novinger 
717-365-3215  

Secretary-Deborah Buckfelder 
717-838-6934  
 

Treasurer-Scott Plank 
717-657-0236 

Members at Large: 

Jonathan Daniels 

Jim Hoover 

Tom Jones 

Stu Mathias 

Wil Shirey 

Executive Board:  Present 

Officers and  Members at 

Large 
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Article Deadline For Next Newsletter 
Share your experience! We're always looking for articles. Arti-
cles for the next edition of the CABA newsletter are due Mon-
day, March 2nd, 2015. All beekeeping topics are welcome. 
Send your submissions to wshirey@pa.net or he will come after 
you for something! 


