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Capital Area 

Beekeepers Association 
The President’s Buzz... 
 

When Wil told me the September newsletter would feature all women beekeepers, it made me 

think back to 2003 when I first joined CABA. At that time there were not many women who 

kept bees without the help of a male partner. Now when I look at the CABA membership list 

and when I look around the room at CABA meetings I’m delighted to see so many women. 

Over the years I’ve learned so much beekeeping from the men in our club, but there is some-

thing special about a woman to woman interaction.  

 

Excitingly, it’s not just CABA that is enjoying increased female participation. This past sum-

mer I attended the Eastern Apicultural Society’s annual conference and there were many 

women there:  researchers, master beekeepers, commercial beekeepers, and hobbyists just like 

me. In addition, as most of you know, the Pennsylvania State Apiarist is Karen Roccasecca. It 

seems that wherever one looks we can see women filling many rolls in beekeeping. It’s great to 

have the opportunity to work with, learn, and teach with the men in beekeeping. 

 

All of us beekeepers now need to be preparing our bees for fall and winter. By my standards 

I’m behind: I’ve taken honey off some of my hives and am treating them, but I haven’t gotten to 

all my hives. Hopefully I can get all my honey taken off and treatments applied in the coming 

week; I’ll then feed 2:1 sugar water in large quantities. 

 

• Our next CABA meeting is on Friday, September 19, at 7:00 PM. The meeting will be held 

at the Farm Show Complex, please use the Maclay Street entrance. Jonathan will give a 

presentation, which will take a look at Informational Resources for Beekeepers.  What? 

Sounds kinda boring, you say?!? Never! Beekeeping is a vast realm and often baffling, but 

the answers are out there. However, knowing where to look for them in our 'Information 

Age' is often difficult too. From ancient texts to mentors and modern websites, we will take 

a systematic look at what is there and how to access it. Please join us to talk about the many 

ways available to us for finding out what we want to know about beekeeping. Whether you 

are brand new or have been keeping bees longer than Jim Shindler, you are sure to learn 

something new and helpful! 
 

Bee Happy 

Linda 
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Extraction Equipment Users: please fill out the following and sign below: 

Extractor Available to CABA Members 
 

CABA is now making available on loan for all their members: a stainless steel 4 frame manual 
extractor with uncapping equipment which includes one bucket with a gate for bottling and an 
electric knife and scratcher for uncapping. There is also a capping drain bucket included so 
this will make all your extractions a breeze!  
 

It is suggested that you have  bottles on hand or a food grade bucket to store your honey so 
the equipment can be used and returned in a timely fashion.  
 

You will be asked to sign the form below stating your name and phone number and your will-
ingness to return the equipment in the same, clean manner in which you received it. We hope 
this will prove to be a help to any in CABA with a need for such equipment!  

 

To reserve using the extracting equipment, please, contact Becky Davis.  
Email:   pbdavis5@gmail.com   (email preferred) 
Phone: 717 802-6609 

 

 

 

1. Name ________________________________________________________________ 

2.   Address_______________________________________________________________ 

3. Email ________________________________  

4. Phone _______________________________  

5. Date of pickup ________________________ 

6. Date of return _________________________  

7. To my knowledge my hives are not infected with any foul brood of any kind (a state api-

ary license insures you an inspection every two years)   Y_____  

8. The equipment was clean when I picked it up for my use and I will return it in the same 

condition. Y _____  

The materials that I picked up include: 

�      4 frame extractor 

�      electric uncapping knife 

�      uncapping scratcher  

�      honey buckets with spigot  

�      uncapping equipment in a storage bag  

 

Sign and Date ________________________________________________________________  
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We started out this spring with one colony 
that survived the winter. Since then, we've 

acquired a couple swarms, bartered for a 
package of bees and a spare queen (I'll ex-
plain shortly), and made some splits. Right 
now we're up to five colonies which are 

looking good so far. 
 

It's been a challenge to us these past sev-
eral years keeping our colonies alive over 
winter. One year we began our gardening 
season with zero hives! Now that's BAD!! 
 

We've tried analyzing what it could be. For 

one, we decided to “start over” with new 
hive bodies and frames/foundation. Our 
equipment has seen “a few seasons” and 
who knows what might be lurking in the 

crooks and crannies?! Believe me, I had to 
look the other way as Bill burned the pile of 
frames – some were rather new, majority 

though weren't. It hurt to see all that work/
materials go up in smoke but it hurts even 
more having to replace dead colonies! 
 

Old hive bodies, though, we saved as they 
have other uses: when I plant something 

new, I put the hive body over it – protects it 
from getting mowed off. Also good to set out 
and place 2x4's across them making a stand 
for painting bee equipment. Excellent, too, 

for making bird houses … ideas are endless. 
 

Another thing which may be affecting 
our bees is … LOCATION, LOCATION, 
LOCATION! (Remember that in the 
short course?) These past couple years, 

a farmer has been renting the field be-
side our property. All they're raising is 

corn and soybeans. They also SPRAY, 

SPRAY, and SPRAY some more!! There is not 
one “weed” (which, in my book, is a wild-
flower growing in the wrong place) to be 
found. Last year we watched our bees thor-

oughly enjoying the Dutch clover in our 
yard. However, they were spraying the field 
beside us … the air was 
“moving” and, of course, blow-

ing in our direction. Next day 
not a bee was on the Dutch clo-
ver! Irritating to say the least! 

We do understand, though, this 
farmer who has 
 

rented the field won't be renting next year.  
 

Here's hoping whoever uses it plants more 
of a variety and is more responsible with 
spraying. 
 
 

We’ve decided to keep only one colony here 
on our property (for our garden) and the 
others will place in areas more bee-friendly. 
 

We’re also using screened bottom boards 
which seems to be helping. I've done sugar 

rolls and see very few mites. I'm finding 
those beetle traps are effective too. 
 

I'm looking forward to next spring and a 
new season. I have eight new hives sitting 
on the hill waiting new occupants next 

spring. I'll be optimistic.  
 

About that bartering for bees. I raise guinea 
fowl, gathering their eggs, incubating them 
and selling the keets. One beekeeper who 
goes to Georgia in the spring for packages 

wanted some keets for his property, so we 
bartered a package of bees plus a spare 
queen for the keets.  Talk about "The Birds 

and the Bees!"  LOL 
 

Other than the above, things are ho-hum 

around here without Bonnie & Clyde and Mr. 
“T” (my Royal Palm turkey). All we have are 
the chickens and guineas which aren't 

NEARLY as comical as the above rascals. 
One funny thing, though … last summer Bill 
was planting our corn. He made the rows, 
spread the fertilizer, then planted the seeds 

… coming back after all rows are planted to 
cover them up. Well, the guineas found the 
corn in the rows and (you guessed it!) did 

they have a ball … until Bill saw what they 
were doing! NOTE: the seeds were NOT 
treated. Another funny scene was years 
back we had, it seemed, endless ice and 

snow. Bill was spreading sand on the ice so 
we wouldn't slip … guineas were right behind 
him enjoying the sand! Never really a dull 
moment around here! 

 
Cheryl Jent 
The Bee Lady 

Planning For Next Year … 



 

Capital Area Beekeepers Association              Volume 8  Issue 4                      Page 4 

My First Year with the Wild Things 

UFO – (Unnerving Flying Omens) 
Val Hawthorne 

 

A work of arte; and yet no arte of man, 

 Can worke, this worke, these little creatures can” 

– Geffrey Whitney, 1586. 
 

Wil ask me to write about my first year as a beekeeper which reminds me of the school assignment 

“what I did on my summer vacation”. Reason is, with a couple swishes of my hand I part the bee smoke 

to see the calendar resting on 12 August. Wow…me thinks…where did the summer go, but it’s been a 

blast as well as a humbling experience in keeping the girls. Due to my interest in UFO’s I thought the 

name above was appropriate and the ‘U’ word can be interchangeable with ‘unglued’, ‘uptight’, 

‘upbeat’, ‘unique’, and ‘ultimate’, depending on the weather or time of year. 

 

I don’t have a sentimental story of how I came into beekeeping as do many beekeepers, but I do think 

there was at least a little divine intervention or “calling”… which makes my friends tilt their heads quiz-

zically and laugh out loud. I am very aware of a strong tug, not sure why exactly, but since I have heard 

say that I am on the tad eccentric side maybe it’s just where I fit in. Retirement was a little earlier than 

anticipated and the adjustment was harder than expected. After retirement my mind kept running at the 

speed of lightening except for a problem…lack of subject matter. After only a few short weeks, in des-

peration for intellectual stimulation, I blew through our internet budget like bees to sugar water, re-

searching every hobby or profession that ever whetted my interest, from paleontologist, to photographer, 

to science fiction writing, Egyptology, UFO’s, ghost chasing, welding, rodeo clown, astronomy, to, 

well,…on and on …as I tried to find a path in this new life. One day I was researching cell phone use at 

gas pumps after I noticed signs were taken down which linked to an article on the plight of bees and cell 

phone use. This link brought me to the war on neonicotinoids, the possible connection to human ill-

nesses, possibly autism, and with our brood of grandchildren growing…it was a thing that made me 

go…hmmm, so on I went to research the honeybee. I felt a tug. 

 

This was a trying time for Dimps, my husband, as our internet bill skyrocketed, especially with 

added research on the bees. He took his truck for one more spin around the block, wind in his 

hair, sun in his face, and then slowly drove it into the barn parking it for an undetermined amount 

of time, to pay for the bill. 

 

I came across a bee club table at the Farm Show, grabbed a brochure and asked the gal behind the table 

a few questions, concentrating on how often she got stung. Dimps, hearing my questions and knowing 

how I think, promptly had a negative remark about my sanity and stormed off making a beeline for a 

second milkshake. Reason is… I carry an Epi pen and Benadryl in my pocket for about 8 months of the 

year due to a severe bee-sting allergy. At the time I didn’t know I was allergic to every bee except for 

the honeybee, a finding from my allergist during my later preparation for the summer.   Divine interven-

tion?.Coincidence?..hmmm…I felt a second tug.   

 

The bee club brochure led me to related websites and great wealth of research material which led me to 

a video, the Vanishing of the Bees, which I promptly ordered. Third tug’s the charm! This video basi-

cally changed my life and set me on my quest as a beekeeper. This is the richest, yet most heartbreaking 

video and one that I compare to the abused animal commercials on TV. Since Dimps just loves complex 

subject matter and mysteries, I sat a big bowl of ice-cream on the couch, accidentally turned on the 

DVD player and he was sold.  

 

X 

Continued on next page 
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Retirement had us thinking that we’ve done it all, know it all, or enough anyway, now what?  

Even though I am embarrassed by our ignorance, I must admit we can’t even begin to measure 

the wealth of information we have gained through and/or linked to beekeeping that have made 

us much better citizens of our environment. 
 

And the beekeepers who have touched our lives, including Dave, Wil, Mary, Coral, Nate, Jeremy, and 

Gail, to name just a very, very few, are just amazing people and who’s voices we hear each time we are 

inspecting the girls, uprooting invasives, planting natives, or sharing this information with friends and 

family. 

 

Beekeeping linked us to the Master Gardeners and their activities, to the Penn State site and invasive 

plant lists, to the game commission with bat, bumblebee, and barn owl house plans, to the Natural Gar-

dener and natural pesticides and herbicides, to our township regulations and on and on.  I’m not sure 

where we have been for the last 55 years as many of our beekeeper friends have 20 or more years’ ex-

perience even while they were working their career, but better late than never. 

 

I researched YCBA and CABA websites, contacted POCs and tried to figure what the clubs are all 

about, what they have to offer, which ones to join etc. We got in touch with Coral, YCBA, and volun-

teered at a flower expo. I got to wear a mascot bee suit which made me a hit for a 

few minutes until I scared most of the kids. At the flower expo we met Mary who 

basically is responsible for the blisters on my husband’s hands from digging holes 

for all new “native” plants. She led us to the Master Gardeners, milkweeds, and a 

whole new field of information. We have attended every YCBA meeting, CABA 

meetings, signed up for and attended the CABA short course and a long training 

class through Dave Papke and local community beekeeping courses. Our girls would never have sur-

vived without lessons from Dave and advice from Wil, our mentor, as specialized training is required 

for good beekeeping. 

 

We purchased a nuc in May from Ervin Martin. In preparation Dimps bulldozed a selected area that pro-

vides protection, sun, quiet, and privacy, and built a hive stand with a roof for protection. Later we dis-

covered vibrations/communications travel between hives located on the same stand so we may glue 

some rubber on the bottom edges of further hives. 

 

Now…about the “cost” of beekeeping…wow! I am hoping the maintenance costs are nothing 

like the initial set up costs, but we will see. After I purchased our wooden wear, equipment, bee 

suits, sent in checks for training etc., Dimps asked for the tally.  

 

Without saying a word, Dimps moped out to the yard and slowly drove the riding 

lawnmower into the barn…to join the truck. 

 

I haven’t finished painting the hive boxes yet, but during my research for good luck sym-

bols, since we need all the luck we can get, I came across stories of honey bees in the Egyp-

tian book of the dead. According to one ancient Egyptian myth, honey bees were the tears of 

the sun god Ra. In this context, the bee was seen as the messenger of the gods, falling down, 

like tears, towards the earth (and man) to pass on some secret message. 

 

Together, the left and right eyes represented the whole of the universe, a concept similar to that of the 

Taoist Yin-Yang symbol. Spiritually, the right eye reflects solar, masculine energy, as well as reason 

X 

Continued on next page 
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and mathematics. The left eye reflects fluid, feminine, lunar energy, and rules intuition and magic. To-

gether, they represent the combined, transcendent power of Horus. I painted both eyes on the hive. 
 

 So far we have been pretty lucky, knock on woodenware. When the girls first arrived we were shocked 

at the number of bees in the nuc but the transfer went well and they seemed very happy by their low 

hummmm. When we transferred them to the deep, 10 frame box, we were bewildered at the fact that an 

11th frame almost fit into the box. We had to ask for advice about the extra bee space. We were also be-

fuddled with the fact the bees need to draw comb on the frames before they could store nectar and by 

the way it takes a veryyy long time and lots of bee energy. Another issue was water. We had a creek 

near the hive but it dried up. Other creeks and a pond are near the hive but one day I was power spray-

ing the pool deck and they came for a drink, all of them I think. I turned on the music and several hoses 

and it was a beedlam party on the deck. I laid a wet towel on a pool float which gave them a place to 

land and drink. We took their keys at the gate, but they seemed to find their way home around 1700 any-

way. Beemused, Dimps and I quickly researched reorienting bees to a new watering hole and hooked up 

some dripping containers around the hive, which seemed to work. 
 

The girls have been beehaving and with only these issues so far. I, however, have suffered from numer-

ous issues. For the first month or so I had to walk to view the hive a few times a day.  I worried about 

the weather, the nectar and pollen availability, nature vs. nurture, and even if the boys and girls were 

getting along. I had Dimps help me check the hive twice a day. A little later I was OK with once a week 

and now I’m OK with once every 9 days or so, as long as I take my 0630 walk with my cup of coffee to 

observe the hive each morning. I normally feed them every 3rd  day at 0600 as they are still drawing 

comb and the brood is very large due to feeding and we don’t want them to eat their honey as it is their 

winter food.  We keep a long spreadsheet for each visit that covers everything from the weather, general 

observations to bee temperament to Dimps’ temperament with me (due to my attitude during inspections 

i.e., adverse response to harsh words used during and/or crunching of bees). We take pictures of each 

frame so we don’t keep the hive open too long, and then view the pictures later on the computer. We 

have seen our queen at least 3 times. We have tested for mites via sugar roll and sticky board and have 

maintained a low mite count. We thought we had a visitor to the hive due to some disturbance and set 

up a hunting camera, only to find it was a fawn making a selfie. 
 

We are hoping to get the girls through the winter and have numerous ideas and plans. I still am not sure 

what the tugs meant but maybe it was just to make us better stewards of our environment. Since I was a 

scout for 10 years and a scout leader for 9, I may get involved with sharing bee experiences with scouts. 

We may volunteer as mentors at some point, depending on our success. In any event, we plan on re-

maining hobbyists.  
 

Dimps and I are building a greenhouse this fall. While Dimps was getting ready to power spray the 

house I was sitting back in my chair observing, sun in my face, wind in my hair, and I just happened to 

mention that it would be nice to add a small area for a future honey house in case we ever have extra 

honey and if not I could use it for my annual canning. 
 

Dimps promptly dropped his head, stood there for a moment in silence like he does when he is 

trying to remember where he put his keys, then he slowly wheeled the gas power sprayer into the 

barn, parked it beside the truck and lawnmower and reached for the hose.  

 

We consider it as self-evident that if the bees store honey for their own use, 

then honey is what they want and need.  Sugar syrup is, at best, a poor 

substitute. Therefore, we strive to leave enough honey in the hive for the 

bees’ winter feed”.- Phil Chandler, "The Barefoot Beekeeper" 

X 
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The Community of Bees 
Becky Davis 

 
Bees: the study and keeping of bees has helped me to marvel on the beauty, the balance, the 
order, and the harmony that comes from a creation of an awesome God who is in control of all 
things.  
 

“Honeybees are some of nature’s finest mathematicians. Not only can they calculate angles 
and comprehend the roundness of the earth, these smart insects build and live in one of 
the most mathematically efficient architectural designs around:  the beehive.” This is a 
quote from TED-ed Original teaching videos.  Did you know that there have been studies 
on the most efficient design in a hive?  Mathematically it can be proven that the hexagon 
cell holds the largest amount of honey using the least amount of wax as compared to 
other shapes. This is how I know a good Creator designed it that way.  

 

I began my study of bees in a rudimentary way about 10 years ago when, as a gardener, I re-
alized that I never saw honey bees on my flowers or clover.  It was no wonder, since I didn’t 
even have any clover at that time because we were having our lawn treated!  I began to read 
about ways to draw bees, butterflies, and hummingbirds to my gardens for my enjoyment.  As I 
studied, I began to see the importance of having a yard that was sustainable to these wonder-
ful creatures. I was also reading about the Colony Collapse Disorder and decided I wanted to 
help by keeping bees. I started looking for ways to learn how to do this and was introduced to 
a wonderful mentor from Philadelphia.  
 

I bought my equipment and jumped in with two feet and not a lot of prior knowledge of what I 
was doing, so my mentor received a LOT of emails and texts.  I ran into things I didn’t know the 
first thing about. I didn’t even know what a hive looked like until it arrived in the mail. The first 
“what is THIS??” came when I installed my package and was instructed to put an empty hive 
body on top to help keep bees in as I installed. I was unprepared for the burr comb that 
was hanging two days later from the cover! I had no idea what it was, though I was pretty 
sure it wasn’t supposed to be there.  
 

That first year my mentor told me to do a thorough inspection every week. I started with 
only one hive so this was manageable and it taught me a lot about what to expect to see. 
The hive flourished, as packages tend to do. It was bursting with bees. I had fed sugar 
water all summer and candy all winter. My mentor said he had never seen a hive so full that 
hadn’t already swarmed! We made a split and now I was up to two hives and I felt ready for the 
challenge!   
 

I cut my inspections to every two weeks and thought all was well until the middle of August and 
I started to wonder if there were as many bees as there had been by that time the year before.  
Inexperience caused me to wait too long and even though Wil, from CABA, came to look and 
combine the hives, it was too late. The bees just kept dwindling until there were only about 20 
bees left.  Not a good thing in October. I sent the bees away to be tested, without success, to 
find what went wrong. There were no diseases and no dead bees at the hive so it was con-
cluded it was CCD.  
 

I wasn’t ready to quit yet. Last spring I started with a local nuc from a CABA beekeeper with 
one hive again. I fed sugar water all summer and candy throughout the winter. That hive did 
very well over the winter. In the spring I did what the short course taught us:  I made a nuk tak-
ing the queen and five frames out of the mother hive. I was jumping the gun a little (I sure did-
n’t want a swarm!) as the mother hive did not have any queen cells but I was confident they 
would make one. They did not. I had to get a queen from a Georgia 

Continued on next page 
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Apiary as local ones were not yet available. As I reflect, was it the weather or did I really make 
sure there were 3 day old larva in the mother hive for the bees to make a queen? I put the 
queen in as soon as she arrived and left all alone for three weeks. I opened the hive and ex-
pected lots of cute little larva curled up in the cells. Nothing! Not one baby to be seen or any 
capped brood. Now what?  I sent an email to Jonathan to get a queen pronto and he told me to 
be careful not to add a queen unless I was positive there was no queen and the hive didn’t 
have any laying workers.  How would I know? Solution:  I quickly sent an email to Wil and he 
came and checked. HE saw larva (I better get new glasses) and he kindly checked the nuk 
hive and declared all was well.  Whew! So I am off to a good start and am waiting to see if the 
mother hive is going to complete the capping of the honey super I put on. It was very satisfying 
to get honey from the hive last summer and I hope these girls will keep up the good work. I am 
in awe listening to the amount of honey CABA beekeepers were reporting about at the meet-
ing. I will be quite content as a backyard beekeeper to have one or two supers filled with 
honey.  
 

I am beginning to understand that beekeeping methods are as varied as the number of bee-
keepers, but it also gives me a feeling of freedom to experiment with different ideas I hear and 
read about. I will find out through that experimentation  if I want to keep doing it the same way 
or try something different. This winter I was sure my bees were all going to die because I had 
left my screened bottom board on all winter. In February, I couldn’t stand it anymore and went 
out and stuffed something against the screen to keep them warm. Next year, I intend to try the 
screened inner cover.  So much to learn and try!  It is a fun, but at times frustrating, hobby but I 
have grown to love it and I am thoroughly enjoying all the beekeeping friends I am making 
through this hobby. This year I helped two people get started as I want to be able to fill, in 
some small way, the shoes of people who have helped me so much  

CABA Coming Events 

Looking at the calendar, from now until Farm Show week there are several CABA activities 
planned: 
 

• The CABA banquet will be held Saturday, October 18, 2014 at 4:30 PM at Hoss’s Restau-
rant, 743 Wertzville Road, Enola. Spouses and children are invited, so plan to attend for an 
enjoyable evening with club members and families. If you are planning to attend the ban-
quet please contact Deb Buckfelder, CABA Secretary. We are asking for donations to be 
used as door prizes, if you have an item you would like to donate just bring it to the banquet
- no advance notice is needed.  

 

• Thursday October 2 Farm City Days are scheduled at the Farm Show Building. 
 

• November 14 & 15 Pennsylvania State Beekeepers’ Association Annual Conference, Coun-
try Cupboard, Lewisburg. 

 

• CABA meeting Friday, November 21, 7:00 PM, PA State Farm Show building, use the 
Maclay Street entrance. For our November CABA meeting come help us welcome Scott 
Famous from Montgomery County PA.  Scott operates Mellibee Apiaries, was the Pen-
nApic Beekeeper of the Year for 2012, and is helping administer the Montgomery County 
Queen Cell Program 2014 which is designed to educate and empower beekeepers to raise 
locally adapted healthy honey bee queens in their own apiaries. Scott will share with us all 
the secret details of this program of queen rearing and stock improvement in his presenta-
tion, so don't miss it! 

 

• January 3-10, 2015 PA Farm Show, at the Farm Show Complex. There are many opportu-
nities for volunteering so look for the up-coming sign-up sheet. It’s rewarding to volunteer 
and have an opportunity to meet beekeepers from across Pennsylvania. 
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My Adventures in Beginning Beekeeping 
Karen Kolodzi 

 

I would have to say that my interest in beekeeping developed as a result of my husband 

bringing home jars of local honey that he would buy from a fellow state trooper (His co-
worker’s father was the beekeeper.)  It always seemed that when I went to get some 

honey, the jar was just about empty. I jokingly said to my husband that I may have to 

start beekeeping just to keep up with his daily honey habit! The more I thought about 
it, the more interested I became. I have always loved learning about nature and biol-
ogy, animal husbandry, being outdoors etc., so it seemed like something I would natu-
rally enjoy.  Beekeeping was also being mentioned a lot more as a popular hobby 

among people living in suburban areas.   
 

I decided to pursue learning more about it and how to get started. The first thing I did was 
buy a few books on beginning beekeeping. There was a suggestion to find a local club and 
that is when I searched and found CABA. I attended my first meeting in the fall of 2012 

and joined soon after. I was very impressed with the club and the way the meetings were 
conducted with prayer and reciting the Pledge of Allegiance. The people there also seemed 
like genuine, nice people. I soon met Rob and Bridgette House at one of the meetings.  
Rob was very gracious about helping me to obtain the necessary equipment and build 

frames as well as other general beekeeping knowledge. I continued preparing, studying, 
and also attended the short course offered by CABA, in anticipation of getting my first 
bees in May of 2013.  I also met Jonathan Daniels at one of the CABA meetings and he 
agreed to sell me 2 nucs to get me started.  
 

I had set the date with Jonathan to have my nucs delivered to their new home on my sis-
ter’s property (I live in a close development and my sister has a small farm.) Jonathan 
asked me if I had all my equipment ready, and I said yes.  Well as it turned out, I had not 
embedded the wiring into the foundation so I was not really prepared to install the bees 

quite yet. I felt really bad, but Jonathan was so gracious as we drove back to my house 
to complete that missing step. He even constructed a board to fit behind the frames and 
patiently taught me the proper technique of using the spur embedder. After completing 
that process, we headed back to the farm and loaded the nucs in my boxes which were 

now officially ready. I was so grateful for the kindness and patience that Jonathan 
showed to me during this process. I was now officially a beekeeper!  I remember feeling 
like a new parent, wanting to drive over and just watch them and make sure everything 

was OK.  
 

Over the next 2 weeks the bees quickly expanded and were working the outer frames, so I 
added a second deep box to both hives. I was checking my hives by opening the top and 
inner covers and pulling a few frames out of the top box, but was afraid to open up the 
bottom by myself, since I was so new at this. The hives were in place for about 3½ or 4 

weeks and I knew I needed to inspect what was happening throughout the whole hive. I 
asked Wil if he would help me do a hive inspection and he kindly agreed to help me out.  
We quickly discovered many swarm cells and a piping queen! I was so glad to have Wil 

there with me as I would not have known what that piping sound was, or how to proceed 
with doing hive splits. I don’t remember all of the exact details, but we ended up splitting 
both hives into 4. I now felt more confident checking them on my own, and within several 
weeks had a laying queen in 3 of the hives. (I ended up combining the remaining hive 

back into another hive.)  I had learned a lot in a short period of time with all of these ex-
periences. By mid-July it was time to do a mite check and treat. I performed a sugar roll 
and didn’t really see mites, but decided to treat with Apiguard regardless. In early autumn, 
I started to fed “the girls” (as I now referred to them).  I gave 

Continued on next page 
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them 2:1 sugar syrup along with hive patties I had gotten during the CABA tour of the 
Hackenberg Apiary. Later in the autumn, I surrounded the sides and back of the hives with 

hay bales to help insulate and act as a wind barrier. I had done everything I felt I should 
do to help them survive the winter.  During the winter, I hiked out several times through 
the ice covered fields to put my ear against the hive and hear them inside, just to know 
that they were OK. 
   
Finally, after a long cold winter, Spring was here! All 3 hives had survived! The colonies 

quickly grew in numbers and I was very much anticipating being able to install the honey 
supers in hopes of getting surplus honey this year. I ended up installing a super on each of 
the hives, which resulted in a total of just under 5 gallons of honey this summer! I was 

very happy with my “dividends”.  Looking back over this past year, I would have to say 
the things that I have learned and would do differently, are to make sure you have your 
equipment ready and also have extra equipment on hand in case you need to do a split 
etc.  Also, don’t be afraid to ask someone to help you with your first hive checks so you 

know exactly what is going on in your hives, and use a queen excluder!! I did not use one 
because I had heard that it sometimes can prevent the bees from making a lot of honey, 
and I didn’t want to miss out on that! I ended up with having a few frames containing a 
few drone cells, which I cut out before extracting. 
  
 Beekeeping has been an extremely rewarding hobby for me in so many ways. My son,  a 
financial analyst, will sometimes ask me what my return on investment is. I just laugh. I 
recently calculated a rough esti- mate of what I would need to charge per pound 
to break even with equipment costs and came up with something close to $30 

per lb. So while I cannot say it is a financially rewarding hobby for me as yet, it has 
had numerous other benefits such as the relationships I have formed and the ap-
preciation for God’s amazing creation, etc., which are priceless.   



 

Capital Area Beekeepers Association              Volume 8  Issue 4                      Page 11 

My Journey As A Beekeeper at the Klutas Apiary 

         
  

Queens, workers, drones; deeps, mediums, shallows, brood box, honey supers, foundation 
(wax or plastic), smoker, bee veil, hive tools, bee brush, Quail Feeders, Boardman Feeders, 
bee stings, small hive beetles, varroa mites (to treat or not), wax moth!  I finished CABA’s 
Short Course totally overwhelmed. I was still working full time and decided to gather more in-
formation before getting into beekeeping. Three years ago I finally took the plunge. I talked 
about beekeeping so much, my coworker gave me a smoker with fuel and gloves for Christ-
mas.  So then I had to order a package.  But where?  In the Spring, CABA members had a 
“bee yard sale”.  I was referred to Tom Peck and purchased the first hive with all of the equip-
ment.  (Did I mention that my husband, Bob, had no interest in this hobby but would be paint-
ing the equipment?)  April 24, 2012 was cold and rainy – I had just returned home when “the 
call” came in.  I asked if I could come tomorrow? I wasn’t readyL You need to come nowL.  
Good thing I had gotten the cinder blocks on Saturday.  Okay, now what are we supposed to 
do with this packageL. And so it began – teaching Bob what I didn’t know about bees.   
 

Feeding sugar water, showing Bob how to check frames – sort of (I took the course, right?).  
Bees are insects and they know what they are doing?  Evidently they did so well they left the 
area. The second year, I thought it best to order local bees, so I ordered a nuc with a marked 
queen from Halifax.  Bob and I travelled to Brushy Mountain in North Carolina in March for their 
Short Course and in case we missed anything, Bob took CABA’s Short Course in May and he 
won a queen!  Now we had to find bees for the queen! Needless to say, we had plenty of 
equipment from our travel to North Carolina.  During this time frame, anyone who wanted to 
know or not got to hear about our bee experiences!  One of our 7 grandchildren actually told 
me that his dad said, “Oh great, I am afraid of bees and what does my mother do?  She gets a 
beehive!”  No one mentioned bears.  We have a bear fence around our hives now.   
 

We met the State Bee Inspector, Nate, that summer as he 
inspected our bees and two of our grandsons got to hold 
a drone. I witnessed my first swarm when the marked 
queen decided to vacate the hive.  That hive produced a 
queen but did not make it over the winter. The remaining 
hive did so well this spring that we split the hive in two 
with help from another CABA member, Rob House. The 
original Georgia queen is still producing; the remaining 

hive produced several queen cells which gave us the second hive and two nucs. We had a 
great deal of help with the split and as a thank you, gave one of the nucs away.   

 

Bob (remember the guy who didn’t want any part of this hobby?) actually 
caught a swarm right after we gave the nuc away. Turns out that swarm 
happens to be the picture-perfect bee hive this summer. In addition, he 
has helped retrieve a swarm that was on the ground, and one that was 
in the side of a house. Two swarms had vacated the premises before he 
got there to help.   

Continued on next page 
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We have extracted honey and are enjoying sharing it with family and a few friends. 
 

Over the last three years, I am amazed at how much I have learned and how much 
there is yet to learn. I never imagined that I would enjoy watching these little crea-
tures fly around. I enjoy educating my children and grandchildren 
about the bees.  We actually have set up two of the hives for the 
grandsons – the two who are interested in the bees. My older son 
has suddenly expressed an interest in helping collect a swarm if 
the opportunity presents itself and the younger son was telling 

me that my bees are in his yard on their flowers.  I explained what he should 
do to avoid upsetting the bees, remain calm, don’t be afraid of them, treat 
them with respect and what to do in the event of a bee sting. I have also met 
a lot of really nice people and have enjoyed forming a friendship with a small 
group of women because of the bees. Just recently, I have been given the opportunity to 
“mentor” a new beekeeper in my community and hope to see her at some  CABA events.   
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Deb Buckfelder 

731 Gravel Hill Road 

Palmyra, PA 17078 

 

Deb Buckfelder 

731 Gravel Hill Rd. 

Palmyra, PA 17078 



 

Capital Area Beekeepers Association              Volume 8  Issue 4                      Page 15 

 

 

  

CAPITAL AREA BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION 

                      2014 Membership Application 

                Membership term: May 1 through April 30 
 

 

Checks should be made payable to “Capital Area Beekeepers’ Association”        

Please print or type: 
 

Name _____________________________________Spouse (if joining)__________________ 
 

Address _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

City_________________________________________________________________________ 
 

County ____________________________State ________________Zip ________________ 
 

Telephone (       ) _________________Email Address ______________________________ 

 

Husbands and wives joining together complete one application. 

Individual members complete one application for each person. 
 

At the request of the association members, the CABA Executive 

Board is compiling a membership list to share with all Club members. 

________ please check if you wish to be excluded from the membership               

list. 
Check membership and subscriptions desired.  Check membership and subscriptions desired.  Check membership and subscriptions desired.  Check membership and subscriptions desired.      
                   ____ CABA Dues (one year)             $10.00 per _____  person(s) =  __________ 

              ____ CABA Dues (Lifetime)                       $200.00 per _____  person(s) =  __________ 

   _____ PSBA Dues:                          $20.00 per _____  person(s) =  __________ 

 _____ PSBA Family Membership:            $25.00 per _____  family      =  __________ 

 
Bee Culture MagazineBee Culture MagazineBee Culture MagazineBee Culture Magazine                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

 For Subscription information, contact Bee Culture directly, phone: 800.289.7668 

American Bee JournalAmerican Bee JournalAmerican Bee JournalAmerican Bee Journal                                                                                                                                                                                (1) yr subscription @$20.25 =  __________ 

               Check category: new_____ renewal ______ (2) yr. subscription @$38.25 = __________ 

                             (3) yr. subscription @$54.00=  __________ 

 
Method of Payment: Cash _______ or Check Number ___________                     TOTAL    $ ___________ 

 
Mail this form with correct payment to: 
 

Membership Secretary, 731 Gravel Hill Rd., Palmyra, PA 17078 
(717) 838-6934           deb.bee.caba@gmail.com 

 

IF YOU PLAN TO PAY YOUR DUES AT THE MEETING, 

PLEASE BRING THIS COMPLETED APPLICATION 
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Capital Area Beekeepers' Assn. 
731 Gravel Hill Rd. 
Palmyra, PA  17078 

 

CABA  Officers 

President-Linda Purcell 
717-566-6327 

V. President-John Novinger 
717-365-3215  

Secretary-Deborah Buckfelder 
717-838-6934  
 
Treasurer-Scott Plank 
717-657-0236 

 Members at Large: 

Jonathan Daniels 

Jim Hoover 

Tom Jones 

Stu Mathias 

Wil Shirey 

Executive Board:  Present 
Officers and  Members at 
Large 
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Article Deadline For Next Newsletter 
Share your experience!  We're always looking for articles. Ar-
ticles for the November edition of the CABA newsletter are 
due November 3rd. All beekeeping topics are welcome. Send 
your submissions to wshirey@pa.net  


